104____________________Sri Raghavendra

who was our Asthana Vidwan. But do you know that he
was also my Guru?'

When Sri Sudheendra heard this, he was astounded
and taken by pleasant surprise.

Sri Vijayeedra thereafter continued his talk.

'Listen to this secret. About 80 years ago this
happened, but it is still fresh in my memory.

One day, my gurus Sri Surendra and Sri Vyasaraja
and my comrades Sri Vadiraja, Sri Purandaradasa and
Sri Kanakadasa and myself, were all seated in an
informal gathering.

All of a sudden, my guru, Sri Vyasaraja, smiled
imperceptibly.

"What does this mean, Swami?" I asked my Guru.

He answered saying *There is one more re-birth for
me. And when in a fl^sh I had the realization that even at
that time, I may have to do Divine service and grace the
devotees, it mad6 me smile a bit at what is in store for
me."

I remembered the words now and with those
recollections, when I looked up at Venkatanatha, I could,
through my insight get the enlightenment that he was the
one born earlier as my Guru, Sri Vyasaraja.

Please grant him sainthood and hand over the Sri
Mutt to him. That is my last wish and you are indeed a
blessed one to have my esteemed Guru as your
disciple', concluded Sri Vijayeendra.